AUTHOR'S   PREFACE
THIS volume is addressed more especially to the young
college graduate, as an effort to supplement his academic
training with the broad facts of the problem of fuel pro-
duction and utilization. It attempts to present a survey of
the whole field of fuel as the author has learned it to be
in the last few years, when the stress of circumstances has
turned men's activities from the more specialized problems
of pure science. It is hoped that a perusal of the contents
will demonstrate the interest of, and the importance which
attaches to the more effective utilization of, our fuel reserves.
If that be accomplished, the labour which has been involved
in the compilation will be amply recompensed.
From the standard textbook on "Fuel" this book shows
points of divergence. Mention must be made of the balance
which has been established between the various types of
fuel. It is not intended that the relative importance of the
fuels shall be adjudged from the space which has been
devoted to them. The spacing has arisen from two main
causes. Many of the problems involved in the utilization
of coal are receiving individual treatment in other volumes
of this series, and, therefore, do not call for detailed con-
sideration here. Secondly, by placing emphasis on the
problems arising in connection with the minor fuels, it has
been sought to bring forward adequately the present
tendencies and possible future developments of the fuel
problem. This is all the more necessary in view of the
recent changes in the economy of coal production.
It is, however, in the sources to which the author has